
Recommended path

Alternative path

Sommelier  
Professional Development Pathway

WSET Level 1

Industry employment

CMS Advanced Sommelier

CMS Certified Sommelier

CMS Introductory Sommelier

WSET Level 2

WSET Level 3

WSET Level 4 
Diploma

CMS Master Sommelier

Entry to CMS via WSET

 
 

Entry to CMS via  
Industry experience

 
 

On-trade service  
experience

This pathway is published by WSET and CMS to provide guidance on the recommended 
academic and practical foundations required to succeed in the CMS programme.

IMW Master of Wine

Candidate is recommended 
to have some service 

experience by this point 

Candidate should 
demonstrate WSET L3 

equivalent wine knowledge 


